Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL), a systemic infection of the reticuloendotherlial system, is caused by a parasitic infection.
INTRODUCTION
Visceral Leishmaniasis (VL), a systemic infection of the reticuloendothelial system, is caused by a parasite endemic in the Middle East and Mediterranean regions (1, 2) . The disease has been reported almost from all countries except Australia and Antarctica. VL is an endemic disease very common in northwestern and southern parts of Iran. Hemophagocytosis in visceral leishmaniasis is rare and often mild (6) (7) (8) , but without initiation of appropriate treatment the outcome would be fatal (1) .The cooccurrence of VL and HPS has been previously reported in several articles. Herein we report two cases of HPS and VL among members of the same family.
CASE SUMMARIES

Case 1
A 16 year-old boy (older brother) was admitted with fever, sweating and loss of appetite since 4 months ago. Unfortunately after one year of treatment two brothers expired due to HPS relapse.
DISCUSSION
VL is an infectious disease of endemic regions.
Although the co-occurrence of HPS and VL has been evaluated in many studies but to the best of our knowledge familial form of this concurrence has not been reported. In this study 2 siblings were diagnosed with HPS based on In a study in Spain, it has been suggested that CGD is a predisposing condition for co-occurrence of these two diseases. Immunologic work-up for CGD was normal in the two patients presented in this paper (8) .
HPS has accompanied VL in non endemic regions in patients with immunodeficiencies such as AIDS (9) . These VL has been supported to have genetic predisposition (10) and many studies have discussed familial hemophagocytosis syndrome (11-13) but there are no reports of co-occurrence with VL in the same family. It appears that this study may be the first reporting an association between VL and HPS in one family.
Since both children had Leishmaniasis and hemophagocytosis at the same time, genetic evaluation should be performed in similar cases.
